
Visual Content Guidance 

SMART PHONE PHOTOGRAPHY

VALUE in VISUALS Series 

Don't hold your mobile as if
you are taking a selfie all the
time! Keep it close to you and
therefore hold it steady. 

Posture
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Tap the screen - many
mobiles now allow you
to hold that place if you
tap it twice, it locks in
that point of focus.   

Focus 

If you want a silhouette - shoot
into the light. Generally speaking,
you won't, so keep the light
behind you or to the side.
 Tapping on the screen can
enable auto-exposure, but the rule
of thumb is that the first thing to
do when taking a photo is notice
where the light is and how it is
lighting your subject up.

Lighting Rules

Zooms on mobiles are really
not very good.  If you use them
too much, you will find that
your pictures are out of focus
and pixelated.  Get close to
your subject wherever you can. 

Don't have lots of pointless clutter
around the main focus of your
image. 

Using a flash is sometimes
necessary of course, but it can
just make your subject look too
bright, the colours go a bit kind
of flat, and there is little
atmosphere to the image.
Always try to use available,
natural light. 

Keep your lens clean!  Take a few
images in succession, eg. use
'burst mode.' 
. 

What is the main point to your
photograph?  What do you want
people to see, think, know? 

Get creative and move around the subject a bit to see what feel
you can give to it.  It doesn't have to be 'point and shoot'.  The ‘rule
of thirds’ is handy to remember: imagine a grid of lines that
creates 3 equal columns vertically and horizontally.  Put important
items along the lines, close to where the lines intersect.  Another
handy tip here is to put people slightly to one side of these
'lines' so there is some ‘breathing space’ around them.   

Fill the Frame 

Angles and Rule of Thirds Think about the STORY 

Bits n Bobs 

Flashes are Bland Zoom in with Your Feet 


